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WHO WAS JOEL HOLCOMB 
OF WALLINGFORD, CONNECTICUT? 

 
Chip Rowe 

 
The identity of Joel Holcomb, who married Sarah Bull at Wallingford, 

Connecticut in 1745, has vexed the family’s historians for at least 140 years. On 
12 June 1869, Amasa Holcomb, the first of a succession of men and women who 
each spent decades mapping the progeny of Thomas1 Holcomb of Windsor, 
Connecticut, replied to an inquiry about Joel with a sense of frustration that any 
genealogist can appreciate: 

There is no “kink” in my account [of this line], and but one difficulty. Joel Holcomb 
it seems was the ancestor of them all, but who was he? . . . I suppose he had a father 
and mother, and was born somewhere, and at some time, and finally died . . . If I 
should spend a day up on Joel I should probably know nothing more about him . . . I 
did the best I could with it but it was one of the worst cases I met with. If you can do 
better, try it.[1] 

Seventy-five years later, Holcomb researchers were still perplexed. “This has 
been a troublesome family to assemble data on,” Hiram Holcomb wrote in 1945 
to Harriet McPherson, who had asked for clarification on Joel’s children as she 
compiled what would become, The Holcombes: Nation Builders, a confusing 
1,346-page inventory of the various Holcomb branches.[2] “He moved around 
considerably and his children scattered. Letters from later generations show much 
haziness.”[3] 

New and revisited source materials have answered many questions. But Joel 
Holcomb’s life and travels are also revealed through an invaluable resource 
whose existence was not known to Amasa Holcomb or any later historian — a 
ledger inscribed “Joel Holcomb / Joel Holcom – Book of Accounts began the year 
1749” that has passed through seven generations of my family. In a newspaper 
report from about 1908, the artifact is described as being owned by Julia Ann 
(Holcomb) Hopkins of Orion, Michigan, and its provenance provided: 

                                                 
1 Letter from Amasa Holcomb, Southwick, Massachusetts, 12 June 1869, to Dr. William 

Frederic Holcombe, held in 2011 in the Hiram Frank Holcomb Collection at the Connecticut 
Historical Society, Hartford, Box 4 of 16. The Hiram Holcomb Collection includes 
correspondence, notes, and research by Amasa Holcomb (1787–1875); Dr. Holcombe (1827–
1904), a founder of the New York Genealogical and Biographical Society; and Hiram Holcomb 
(1873–1962). Sadly, Dr. Holcombe’s New York City home burned in 1895, destroying much of 
his library; a number of his papers at the Connecticut Historical Society are sooty. 

2 Harriet Elizabeth Weir McPherson, The Holcombes: Nation Builders (Washington, D.C.: the 
author, 1947). Besides her own work and that of the researchers in note 1, she expanded on Jesse 
Seaver, The Holcomb(e) Genealogy (Philadelphia: American Historical-Genealogical Society, 
1925). 

3 Letter from Hiram Holcomb, Springfield, Massachusetts, 26 July 1945, to Harriet 
McPherson, Hiram Holcomb Collection [note 1]. 



186 New England Historical and Genealogical Register 
 

[JULY

Mrs. Hopkins of this village is the possessor of an antiquated account book which 
was first used in 1749 and belonged to her great grandfather, Joel Holcomb. The 
cover is made of deer skin and shows a cut claimed to have been made by a bullet. 
The accounts are kept in pounds, shillings and pence.[4] 

A few pages of the ledger contain valuable genealogical data. But equally as 
important, the financial transactions recorded in its 151 folios reveal characters 
behind conflicts that helped forge a nation — military invasion and humbling 
defeat, a massacre, a kidnapping, and, of course, a few lawsuits. 

THE MOVE TO WALLINGFORD 

Although the account book records Joel Holcomb’s birth year as 1721,[5] its 
owner was almost certainly Joel4 Holcomb, born in Simsbury, Connecticut, on 18 
August 1723, son of Joshua3 Holcomb[6] (Joshua2, Thomas1) and his second wife, 
Mary Hoskins, daughter of Robert and Mary (Gillett) Hoskins.[7] Joel4 was named 
in his father’s will, dated 30 March 1727,[8] and a note added to the probate 
records on 1 January 1739/40 that “Joel Holcomb, age 16 years, son of Joshua 
Holcomb, chose his mother Mary Holcomb to be his guardian.”[9] The 1721 
inscription is likely an error of memory or ignorance. Joel’s son Roger, who took 
over the account book in the early 1790s[10] and appears to have recorded his 
father’s death, many years later expressed uncertainty about his own birth year 
when applying for a military pension.[11] Someone other than Joel or Roger, likely 
Roger’s son Alanson Holcomb, who inherited the ledger, appears to have 
recorded the 1721 date, probably basing the calculation on the entry for Joel’s 
1814 death that states he had been in “the 93 year of his age.”[12] If this is Joel4 
Holcomb born 18 August 1723, he died at 90 years, 6 months, and 6 days. No Joel 

                                                 
4 Undated clipping, probably from Orion Weekly Review, in the scrapbook of Olive (Butler) 

Hopkins, daughter-in-law of Julia Ann (Holcomb) Hopkins (1831–1919), now in possession of the 
author. Dollars and cents would not become the official standard until 1795. 

5 Holcomb account book, folio 138, “Joel Holcomb was born in the year 1721.” 
6 Simsbury, Connecticut, Vital Records, 3:256 [FHL 1,314,486, Items 3–4], “Joel Holcomb 

the the [sic] son of Joshua Holcomb was borne August ye 18 1723.” 
7 George E. McCracken, “Thomas Holcombe’s Earlier Posterity,” The American Genealogist 

57 (1981):65–76, 160–69, 225–29, at 74. 
8 Charles William Manwaring, A Digest of the Early Connecticut Probate Records, 3 vols., 

(Hartford: R. S. Peck & Co., 1904), 2:528–29, citing 12:133 of the original. 
9 Ibid., 2:529, citing 13:58 of the original. In a letter by Hiram Holcomb, 1 April 1951, to 

Claude Barlow in the Hiram Holcomb Collection [note 1], Holcomb asserts of Joel4, who was age 
three-and-a-half when his father died, that “after his brother, David, married in 1734 [when Joel 
was about 11], he lived with him.” 

10 Roger first signed for an account in October 1793. 
11 Revolutionary War Pension File, Roger Holcomb, R5133, 12 February 1834. “I believe I 

was born in the year 1758. I have no record of my age but [by] my memory I am now seventy-
seven years old.” 

12 Holcomb account book, second folio, unnumbered. 
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Holcomb born in 1721 has been found in transcriptions of Connecticut[13] or 
Massachusetts[14] vital records. 

Another piece of evidence suggests the owner of the ledger had close ties to 
the family of Joshua3 Holcomb. “David Holcomb 2d” made extensive purchases 
in 1762. George McCracken, writing in The American Genealogist, noted that 
David4 Holcomb, born in 1713, the eldest child of Joshua3 and Mary (Hoskins) 
Holcomb,[15] is referred to in Simsbury records as David Holcomb 2nd to 
distinguish him from an older cousin born in 1696. Further, the names of Timothy 
Holcomb (1762), Amasa Holcomb (1762), and Elijah Holcomb (1769) appear in 
the ledger; David’s sons included Timothy (born 1740), Amasa (1742), and Elijah 
(1744).[16] 

Joel Holcomb resided in Wallingford, Connecticut, as early as 8 January 
1743/4, when he paid Samuel Yale £300 for a six-and-a-half-acre parcel.[17] 
Nearly three years later, Joel married in Wallingford on 20 November 1745, Sarah 
Bull,[18] born in Farmington, Connecticut, on 5 January 1720/1, daughter of David 
and Sarah (Ashley) Bull.[19] By 1756 Joel had established enough of a reputation 
among his neighbors that the Connecticut Assembly appointed him as the ensign 
for Wallingford.[20] He served in a company of local men dispatched in August 
1757 during the French and Indian War to answer a call for reinforcements on the 
frontier of British New York and French Canada.[21]  

A powder horn owned by Joel Holcomb during his service remained in the 
family for more than 120 years before it was sold following the death in 1879 of 
his grandson Alanson Holcomb. On 8 December 1903, the Detroit Evening News 
reported, 

Hanging on the walls of the home of Clayton J. Lamb, of Dryden, is a fine old 
powder horn which did service in the Revolutionary War and in the Colonial Wars of 

                                                 
13 Barbour Collection of Connecticut Town Vital Records. 
14 Massachusetts Vital Records to 1850, database online at AmericanAncestors.org; 

Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620–1988, database online at Ancestry.com. 
15 Simsbury Vital Records [note 6], TM2:30, “David Holcomb the son of Joshua Holcomb 

was born July the 22nd 1713.” 
16 McCracken, “Thomas Holcombe’s Earlier Posterity” [note 7], The American Genealogist 

57:226. 
17 Wallingford Deeds, 9:484 [FHL 0,006,022]. 
18 Wallingford Vital Records [FHL 1,405,514], 9:547, “Joel Holcomb Married Sarah Bull 

November 20th 1745.” 
19 Farmington, Connecticut, Vital Records [FHL 0,004,215], LR2:102, “Sarah Bull Daughter 

of David Bull Born January fifth day 1720/1.” Also, at LR2:101, “David Bull of Farmington and 
Sarah Ashly [sic] of Westfield were joyned together for marryag July the 4 1777.” See Mary 
Louise B. Todd, Descendants of Thomas and Susannah Bull of Hartford, Connecticut, 4 vols. 
(Lake Forest, Ill.: Heitman, 1981–86), 1:10; 4:356. 

20 Charles J. Hoadly, The Public Records of the Colony of Connecticut, 15 vols. (Hartford, 
Conn.: Case, Lockwood & Brainard Co., 1877), 10:565. 

21 Albert C. Bates, ed., Rolls of Connecticut Men in the French and Indian War, 1755–1762, 2 
vols., Collections of the Connecticut Historical Society, Vols. 9 and 10 (Hartford, Conn., 1903), 
1:234. Joel served under Capt. Samuel Hull of Wallingford. 
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still earlier days. The horn is a large one and is in a good state of preservation. On it 
is inscribed in plain capitals: ENS’N JOEL HOLCOMB, HIS HORN, MAY, 1758. The horn 
was a heirloom in the family of Deacon Alanson Holcomb, whom the oldest 
inhabitants of this vicinity remember as a venerable, white-haired gentleman—very 
Santa Claus in appearance—when they were children. Deacon Holcomb was an early 
abolitionist and a leader in the first days of the Republican party in Lapeer County, as 
was Mr. Lamb’s father. [22] 

The following year Lamb, who had purchased the horn from Alanson’s estate, 
distributed a flyer offering to “restore this relic to some member of the Holcomb 
family . . . for a fair consideration” of $100,[23] the equivalent of $2,500 today. 
Lamb died in California in 1908,[24] and the fate of the horn is not known.[25] 

Joel bought and sold a number of parcels during his years in Wallingford, 
including, apparently, a share in the newly-formed town of Wells, Vermont. A 
“Joel Holcom” was among the sixty-four men granted a charter on 15 September 
1761.[26] Harriet McPherson, in The Holcombes: Nation Builders, identifies the 
grantee as the Joel Holcomb who married Sarah Bull.[27] They are likely the same 
man. Early town records indicate most, if not all, of the Wells grantees resided in 
Connecticut, including a contingent from Wallingford led by the charter’s 
organizer, Capt. Eliakim Hall.[28] Capt. Hall appears in the Holcomb account book 
several times between November 1754 and June 1761,[29] three months before the 
Wells charter was signed. That Joel was not among the early settlers of Wells is 

                                                 
22 The Evening News, Detroit, Michigan, 8 December 1903, reprinted on C. J. Lamb, “The 

Holcomb Powder Horn,” flyer, 1904, Hiram Holcomb Collection [note 1]. 
23 Lamb, “The Holcomb Powder Horn” [note 22]. 
24 Cass City Chronicle, Cass City, Michigan, 21 February 1908, p. 1, “Clayton J. Lamb, 

formerly a resident of Dryden, is dead in Glendale, Cal. He moved some years ago to Kansas, 
where he conducted a newspaper, then went to Mexico and later returned. When his health failed 
he moved to California. In 1904 he was a candidate for governor on the socialist ticket.” 

25 A survey by the author of dealers in eighteenth-century powder horns did not turn up 
anyone who had seen the horn or knew of it ever being offered at auction. Since no mention is 
made that it contained decorative art, the horn may not have been of much interest to collectors. 

26 Hiland Paul, History of Wells, Vermont, For the First Century After Its Settlement (Rutland, 
Vt.: Tuttle & Co., 1869), 5. Wells was one of 129 charters granted by Benning Wentworth, royal 
governor of New Hampshire, who became rich selling land west of the Connecticut River that the 
Crown had decades earlier promised to New York. Besides his $100 fee, Wentworth claimed 500 
acres of each new town for himself. See Alfred N. Chandler, Land Title Origins: A Tale of Force 
and Fraud (Washington, D.C.: Beard Books, 2000), 155–63. 

27 McPherson, The Holcombes [note 2], 82, cites Paul, History of Wells [note 26] and Abby 
Maria Hemenway, ed., The Vermont Historical Gazetteer, 5 vols. (various places and publishers, 
1867–1923), but neither provides any more detail about Joel Holcomb. McPherson also describes 
Sarah Bull as being “of Wallingford, Vermont,” an error that, coupled with the fact that 
McPherson gives the birthplace of the Holcomb children simply as “Wallingford,” has led to 
assertions that they were born in Vermont. 

28 Paul, History of Wells [note 26], 5–6. Hall also moderated the first meeting of the 
proprietors of Wallingford, Vermont, held in Wallingford, Connecticut, 12 September 1772 
(Walter Thorpe, History of Wallingford, Vermont [Rutland, Vt.: Tuttle, 1911], 23). 

29 Holcomb account book, folio 33. 
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not unexpected; only fourteen of the sixty-four grantees relocated.[30] The 
remainder sold their shares to others who saw opportunity. 

THE MOVE TO CANAAN 

Although he did not settle in Vermont, Joel did plan to move. On 23 May 
1761, months before the Wells charter was signed, he sold his four-acre 
homestead in Wallingford for £180 to Capt. Nathaniel Beadle.[31] Ten weeks later, 
on 5 August, “Joel Holcomb of Walingford” purchased for £200 from Daniel and 
Zebulon Andrews a parcel of 28¾ acres in Canaan, Connecticut.[32] The families 
continued to do business; in July of the following year the Holcomb ledger 
includes a purchase by Zebulon Andrus of five gallons of rum, including, Joel 
noted, a quart “your father had.”[33]  

About this time, David Holcomb 2d appears for the first time in the register. 
Over the next two years he would receive credit from Joel for four bushels of 
turnips, two pigs, four pounds of flax, some boards and £15 cash. In return he 
took home three gallons of rum, a handkerchief, table linens, and multiple orders 
of dyed wool and other fabrics.[34] These interactions are typical of how business 
was conducted in the local economies of colonial America. In his Early Life in 
Sheffield, Berkshire County, Massachusetts, James R. Miller notes that bartering 
of agricultural and homemade goods created a complex web of relationships 
within a town, with cash purchases limited to necessities or luxury items secured 
from merchants.  

All goods and services were given a monetary value that was entered in the family 
account book. Gradually, in the course of this commerce, each household 
accumulated both credits and debits, which were, in the male-dominated society, 
recorded in the name of the family patriarch . . . Accounts were settled, usually once 
in a year, often in January or February, and frequently with very little money actually 
changing hands . . . Occasionally, especially among trusted friends or family, the 
accounts were carried longer, possibly to avoid embarrassment over a debtor’s 
inability to pay.[35] 

Joel Holcomb appears to have been primarily a tailor, as his ledger includes 
repeated charges for “culeren,” “weaven,” “presen,” and/or “menden” stockings, 
overalls, coats, quilts, gowns, hats, gloves and, in one case in 1760, “a blew broad 
cloth coat regimental.” On the credit side of each folio, he dispensed a wide 

                                                 
30 Grace E. Pember Wood, A History of the Town of Wells, Vermont (Wells, Vt.: the author, 

1955), 5–6. 
31 Wallingford Deeds, 15:317.  
32 Canaan Deeds, 2:180. 
33 Holcomb account book, folio 65. 
34 Holcomb account book, folio 62. 
35 James R. Miller, Early Life in Sheffield, Berkshire County, Massachusetts (Sheffield, 

Mass.: Sheffield Historical Society, 2002), 22–23. 
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variety of goods, including molasses, rum, milk, butter, gingerbread,[36] cowhides, 
beeswax, cabbage, salt, veal, beef, vinegar, a pair of silver shoe buckles, a snuff 
box and, in 1770, half his share in the local cider mill.[37] He also rented his 
horses, oxen, wagon, and, in one instance, a clock, hired out his sons, made 
deliveries of timber, took in boarders, shoveled dung, picked apples, built stone 
fences, dug ditches, hoed gardens, mended dams, washed sheep, repaired roads, 
tied rye, butchered hogs and made hay. He was paid at times in cash but far more 
often gave credit for provisions such as Indian corn, goose feathers, tea, soap, 
apples, cheese, hops, hogs, nails and “taters.” 

There was the occasional conflict. Sometime after opening an account in June 
1768 with Joel Demen, Joel Holcomb charged him £3 for three journeys to 
retrieve a horse collar Demen had “promesed to mend and send and the damag[e] 
for want of it.” Demen either failed to repair the item or pay the nuisance fee 
because in January 1771 the account was balanced in Canaan under court order by 
Justice of the Peace Elisha Baker.[38] 

The ledger’s transactions provide a glimpse of many of Joel’s contemporaries, 
including Charles Burrall and Dr. Edward Sutton, both of whom took part in the 
1776 invasion of Canada by Continental forces under generals Benedict Arnold 
and David Wooster.[39] Charles Burrall is described in the ledger in 1763 as a 
captain,[40] in 1771 as an esquire when he rented Joel’s horse for a trip to 
Hartford,[41] where he represented Canaan in the General Assembly,[42] and on 15 
March 1776 as a colonel.[43] A few days later,[44] Burrall set out from Canaan for 
Quebec leading a regiment he had organized at the request of Congress from the 
northwest corner of the colony.[45] Earlier that month, on March 6, Joel had settled 
accounts with Dr. Sutton,[46] who around 1770 had married Burrall’s daughter 
Abigail[47] and would serve as regimental surgeon.[48]  

                                                 
36 A recipe “for maken ginger bread” appears on folio 1 of the account book: “9 pound flower, 

two quarts of melasos, 6 spoonfull gingr, 3 ouncs of potash.” 
37 Holcomb account book, folio 41. 
38 Holcomb account book, folio 85. 
39 Rolls and Lists of Connecticut Men in the Revolution, 1775–1783, Collections of the 

Connecticut Historical Society, Vol. 8 (Hartford, Conn., 1901), 33. 
40 Holcomb account book, folio 50. 
41 Holcomb account book, folio 98. 
42 Hoadly, The Public Records of the Colony of Connecticut [note 20], 13:415. 
43 Holcomb account book, folio 98.  
44 Ammi R. Robbins, Journal (New Haven, Conn.: B. L. Hamlen, 1850), 3. Robbins served as 

the regiment’s chaplain. 
45 Robert McConnell Hatch, Thrust for Canada (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1979), 

153, “Although Colonel Burrall was highly esteemed in the northwestern hill country, enlistments 
lagged. The legislature earmarked more than 700 pounds of gunpowder for the regiment and 
allotted $12,500 toward the men’s wages, but muskets and blankets remained scarce.” 

46 Holcomb account book, folio 105. 
47 Timothy Hopkins, The Kelloggs in the Old World and the New, 2 vols. (San Francisco, 

Calif.: Sunset Press, 1903), 1:117. 
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On 6 May, seven weeks after their departure, Burrall and his men arrived at 
Deschambault, forty-five miles short of Quebec, where they encountered the 
Continental forces. Unfortunately their compatriots were headed back toward 
Ticonderoga, retreating from superior British firepower. The ragged and filthy 
troops had been devastated by smallpox[49] and fled in such haste that a number of 
sick or wounded soldiers had to be “left behind”[50] to be taken prisoner.[51] These 
unfortunates included, from Burrall’s regiment, ensigns named Holcomb and 
Converse, with no first names or hometowns recorded.[52] Although he would 
have been in his mid-50s, it is possible Joel Holcomb, with his experience as an 
ensign in the French and Indian War, took up arms. However, a transaction in his 
hand appears in an account book entry dated 23 April 1776,[53] plus two others in 

                                                                                                                                     
48 Rolls and Lists of Connecticut Men in the Revolution, 1775–1783 [note 39], 33. The doctor 

would not survive the excursion. According to Hopkins [note 47], he died at Stillwater, New York, 
in September 1776, on his return home. Robbins, in his Journal [note 44], 34, wrote on 22 August 
1776 that at Saratoga he “heard of Doct. Sutton’s illness, rode back in the evening a mile to see 
him. He is very low, fear how it will terminate. Prayed at his request and returned to my 
lodgings.” Col. Burrall fared better, but barely. According to his memoir, “A Sketch of the Life of 
Col. Charles Burrall of Canaan, Connecticut,” a transcription of which survives at the David M. 
Hunt Library in Falls Village, Connecticut, Burrall became so ill with fever his son William 
traveled in September 1776 to Mount Independence, Vermont, and carried his father over Lake 
Champlain in a boat and then in a covered wagon, on a bed, back to Canaan. Burrall lived until 
1803. 

49 Charles Henry Jones, History of the Campaign for the Conquest of Canada in 1776, 
(Philadelphia: Porter & Coates, 1882), 48. When the retreating troops arrived at Deschambault, 
General John Thomas sent an officer to Montreal for provisions. In the meantime, the Connecticut 
reinforcements, “alarmed at the loathsome cases of smallpox which confronted them on every 
hand,” secretly inoculated themselves, violating a direct order from Thomas, who believed the 
practice spread the virus. The general soon contracted the pox and was dead within a month.  

50 Robbins, Journal [note 44], 17, “Great numbers sick with the small pox we had to leave, 
and some others; the [British war] ships pursuing up the river, firing at our army on the land and in 
the bateaux. This is the most terrible day I ever saw. God of armies, help us.” The British took a 
different view, with one captain reporting, “To lighten their boats they inhumanly threw out many 
of their sick men upon the beach.” 

51 Douglas R. Cubbison, The American Northern Theater Army in 1776 (Jefferson, North 
Carolina: McFarland & Co., 2010), 90. Sir Guy Carleton, commander of British forces in Canada, 
sent out patrols to collect the men and, judging them to be “deluded subjects . . . laboring under 
wounds and diverse disorders,” sympathetically or strategically (or both) provided food and 
promised them “free liberty” to return home. 

52 Henry P. Johnston, ed., The Record of Connecticut Men in the Military and Naval Service 
During the War of the Revolution, 1775–1783, in Record of Service of Connecticut Men, 3 vols. 
(Hartford, Conn.: Case, Lockwood & Brainard, 1889), 1:110. Ensign Converse is identified by 
Francis B. Heitman in Historical Register of Officers in the Continental Army during the War of 
the Revolution, April 1775 to December 1783, Revised Edition [Washington, D.C.: Rare Book 
Publishing Co., 1914], 133, as Thomas Converse, who returned to service and retired in 1783. 

53 Holcomb account book, folio 102. Hiram Holcomb, in a 22 April 1951 letter to Claude 
Barlow in the Hiram Holcomb Collection [note 1], reports that “from all the facts known and 
considered, I came to the following, plausible at least, conclusion” that Joel was Ensign Holcomb. 
The official report, he notes, says only that Holcomb was “left behind,” which “might have been 
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May,[54] and on 1 August 1776 he charged Josiah Holburt “for myself and teem 
and wagen and Joel one day carten and stacken hay” and “more for myself and 
booys hervesten,”[55] indicating his two sons, Roger and Joel, Jr., were with him. 
According to official records, Roger did not enlist until 1777[56] and Joel, Jr., not 
until 1780.[57] 

THE MOVE TO PENNSYLVANIA 

After Joel’s wife Sarah died on 18 February 1783 in her 63rd year,[58] he 
married on 17 October 1784 Uraney (Rose) Manvil,[59] a widow twenty years his 
junior.[60] Uraney’s name, perhaps a signature, appears on the second folio of the 
account book, and she is identified indirectly in an entry from October 1785 in 
which Joel accepts a payment for “my wife’s work six days.”[61] She was born in 
Branford, Connecticut, on 19 December 1742, to Timothy and Mehitable 
(Johnson) Rose,[62] who by 1752 had relocated to Woodbury[63] where Uraney met 
and on 21 August 1760 at age 18, married Nicholas Manvil.[64] The couple had at 
least four children between 1761 and 1768[65] and another two after the family 
moved around 1769 to the Wyoming Valley in northeastern Pennsylvania. 

                                                                                                                                     
plain desertion. [Joel’s] wife’s sister Abigail [Bull] and husband became Tories and removed to 
Canada during the war, and died there. Possibly Sarah joined Joel in Canada and both died there.” 

54 Holcomb account book, folio 106. 
55 Holcomb account book, folio 112. 
56 Massachusetts Secretary of State, Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in the War of the 

Revolution, 17 vols. (Boston: Wright and Potter, 1896–1908), 8:93. 
57 Ibid., 8:91. 
58 Holcomb account book, second folio, unnumbered. “Mrs. Sarah Holcomb died February the 

18, 1783, wife of Joel Holcomb in the 63 year of her age.”  
59 Holcomb account book, second folio, unnumbered. “Joel Holcomb and Uraney Manvel 

maried October the 17, 1784.” 
60 Christine Rose, Descendants of Robert Rose of Wethersfield and Branford, Connecticut 

(San Jose, Calif.: Rose Family Association, 1983), 88. 
61 Holcomb account book, folio 109. 
62 Barbour Collection, citing Branford Vital Records, 3:103, “Urania, d. Timothy & 

Mehetabel, b. Dec 19, 1742.” Further, the distribution of the estate of Timothy Rose recorded 3 
December 1771 in Woodbury District Probate, 6:204, names his daughter Urania Manvill. See 
Rose, Descendants of Robert Rose [note 60], 86–88, 153–54. 

63 James Shepard, “The New Haven and Wallingford (Conn.) Johnsons,” Register 56 
(1902):132–40, at 136, citing a 31 December 1751 deed in which Timothy Rose and wife 
Mehitable are identified as being “of Woodbury.” 

64 Woodbury Vital Records [FHL 1,491,338], 1:5, “Nicholas Manvel and Lurana Rose were 
Maried August the 21st 1760”; S. Judson Stark, “The Records of the Probate Court of 
Westmoreland in the County of Litchfield, in the Colony of Connecticut,” in Proceedings and 
Collections of the Wyoming Historical and Geological Society (Wilkes-Barré, Pa.: E. B. Yordy 
Co., 1923), 18:228–29, citing A:95 of the original, which records Uranah Manval being named on 
5 November 1782 as administrator of her late husband’s estate. 

65 Woodbury Vital Records [note 64], 1:33, “Ame the Daughter of Nicholas Manvil and his 
wife Urana was born March the 31st 1761.” The births of her siblings Ira (1763), Ada (1766) and 
Eli (1768) are recorded at 1:54. 
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Nicholas was killed on 3 July 1778, along with dozens of other patriots, during a 
fight with the British and Iroquois known as the Battle of Wyoming or the 
Wyoming Massacre,[66] though his wife and children escaped.[67] In a document 
certified on 2 October 1781, “Uzania Manvill” appears on a list of inhabitants of 
the town of Westmoreland — located in the Wyoming Valley but considered after 
29 June 1774 (at least by Connecticut) to be part of Litchfield County, two 
hundred miles to the east — who asked for reimbursement from the Connecticut 
assembly for financial losses suffered from the day of the massacre through May 
1780. Her claim totaled £46.17. The assembly ignored these unsolicited 
invoices.[68] A year later, on 5 November 1782 in Westmoreland, Uranah Manval 
was named the administrator of her late husband’s estate.[69]  

It is not known where the October 1784 marriage of Joel Holcomb and 
Uraney Manvil took place, as the only surviving record of it appears to be in the 
Holcomb ledger. Based on the military and census records of the men Joel did 
business with, he resided during the 1770s and early 1780s in Berkshire County, 
Massachusetts. In September 1772[70] and May 1777[71] he described charges 
made to men who were “of Canaan,” suggesting he was not living there.  

In February 1781 Joel did weaving for Jerod Huxley;[72] a Jared Huxley had 
been married in July 1780 in New Marlborough, Berkshire County.[73] In August 
1785, Devenport Addams hired Joel for three days of farm work;[74] a Davenport 
Adams appears in the 1790 census in New Marlborough[75] and for many decades 
thereafter. However, within two months of that August 1785 transaction, Joel and 
Uraney and at least two and probably four of her children had moved to what 
would soon become Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, where the Manvil family still 

                                                 
66 Donna B. Munger, Connecticut’s Pennsylvania “Colony” 1754–1810: Susquehanna 

Company Proprietors, Settlers and Claimants, 3 vols. (Westminster, Md.: Heritage Books, 2007), 
2:1–13. One source says 78 men were killed; another names 21 officers and 136 privates. 

67 Stewart R. Manville, “Manville–Manvel Genealogy,” typescript (White Plains, N.Y.: the 
author, 2005), 101. An unsourced account of a survivor reprinted at 104 explains the circum-
stances under which the Shawnee families managed to flee: “We were fortunate in being at 
Shawnee, the settlement the farthest removed from the tragedy. Our family took refuge in Fort 
Plymouth, under guard of men either too old or young to sally forth. Immediately on hearing of 
the defeat of the American troops, the occupants of the fort descended to the Susquehanna River 
with all available rafts and fled downstream.” A Timothy Rose killed in the massacre may be 
Timothy Rose born in Branford 7 February 1746 to Timothy and Mehitable Rose (Rose, 
Descendants of Robert Rose [note 60], 88). If so, Uraney lost both her husband and brother. 

68 Munger, Connecticut’s Pennsylvania “Colony” 1754–1810 [note 66], 2:1–15. 
69 Stark, “The Records of the Probate Court of Westmoreland” [note 64].  
70 Holcomb account book, folio 50, Charles Burrall. 
71 Holcomb account book, folio 93, John Ensign. 
72 Holcomb account book, folio 100. 
73 Massachusetts Vital Records: New Marlborough 1734–1915 (Oxford, Mass.: Holbrook 

Research Institute, 1983, 4 vols. on 29 microfiche), 3:5 (microfiche 18). 
74 Holcomb account book, folio 108. 
75 1790 U.S. Census, New Marlborough, Berkshire County, Massachusetts, roll 4, p. 439. 
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held land acquired by their slain patriarch.[76] The timing would have been right. 
For many years settlers from Connecticut and Pennsylvania had fought over 
competing claims to the fertile soil of the Wyoming Valley. In 1782 Congress 
appointed a five-man commission to consider testimony from both sides. Its 
members, all from other states, met on 19 November in Trenton, New Jersey, and 
on 30 December ruled Connecticut had no claim. As tensions between the 
Pennsylvania and “Yankee” settlers grew, Benjamin Franklin, then president of 
the Supreme Executive Council of Pennsylvania, brokered a compromise: 
Pennsylvania would govern the area but the claims of Connecticut settlers who 
purchased or occupied claims prior to the Trenton Decree would be honored and 
Pennsylvania settlers with conflicting claims compensated with land elsewhere.[77]  

Many Yankees chose to accept the authority of Pennsylvania in return for 
unfettered claims. On 1 February 1787, Ira Manvil, the eldest son of Nicholas and 
Uraney, then 23 and identified as a saddler from Kingston, was among 146 
settlers who gathered at Jacobs Plains north of Wilkes Barré to pledge allegiance 
to Pennsylvania before Timothy Pickering, newly appointed by the state to govern 
Luzerne County.[78] On 21 April 1787, Ira Manvill, followed immediately by Joel 
Holcomb, both of the second district (Kingston and Exeter, each surveyed prior to 
the Trenton Decree[79]), endorsed a declaration calling for elections to be held 
immediately for justices of the peace.[80] (Moses Depui also appears on both 
documents; Joel balanced accounts on 27 April 1787 with Moses Depew.[81]) On 
2 May 1787, Joel was among the Connecticut settlers who signed a power of 
agency giving “trusty friend,” the militant Yankee John Franklin, the right to 
represent them on their land claims.[82] Joel and others might appear duplicitous 
by agreeing to abide by Pennsylvania law while also assigning Franklin to fight 
for their rights as citizens of Connecticut, but as historian Donna Munger notes, 
Franklin would be challenging the federal Trenton Decree on their behalf, not 
Pennsylvania oversight.[83] Ira Manvil’s name does not appear on the Franklin 
agency but on 18 September 1787 he was among 143 Yankees who called for the 

                                                 
76 The 5 November 1782 probate record from the Wyoming Valley granting administration of 

the estate of Nicholas Manvil to his widow [note 64] notes she became bound in a bond of £300 
with Henry Birney. Henry Birney appears in multiple entries on folio 109 of the Holcomb ledger, 
dating from 11 October 1785 (when Joel charged him for six days of “my wife’s work”) through 
12 September 1787, when he and Joel signed to settle the account. 

77 George E. McCracken, “The Connecticut Pennsylvanians,” The American Genealogist 55 
(1979):72–82, at 79–80. 

78 Robert J. Taylor, ed., The Susquehannah Company Papers, 11 vols. (Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell 
University Press, 1962), 9:15. 

79 Munger, Connecticut’s Pennsylvania “Colony” 1754–1810 [note 66], 1:1–5 
80 Taylor, The Susquehannah Company Papers [note 78], 9:109. 
81 Holcomb account book, folio 95. 
82 Taylor, The Susquehannah Company Papers [note 78], 9:123. 
83 Munger, Connecticut’s Pennsylvania “Colony” 1754–1810 [note 66], 2:1–19. 
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removal of county commissioner William Montgomery, whom they felt was 
determined to cheat them.[84]  

Joel Holcomb remained in the valley at least through the following summer. 
On 15 August 1788 he charged Joshua Austen for “myself and hors[e] twice to 
Jacobs Plains.”[85] On 4 September, a petition was read to the Pennsylvania 
General Assembly signed by “Joel Holkomb” and others supporting a bill that 
would give control of seventeen townships to Connecticut settlers and have the 
land resurveyed under the direction of the Luzerne County sheriff.[86] The editors 
of The Susquehannah Company Papers point out that four of the men, including 
Joel Holcomb, who had earlier either agreed to give John Franklin the power of 
agency or demanded the removal of Montgomery now took a more moderate 
position and signed the 4 September document. However, the editors also note the 
signatures “do not look genuine”—a fair assumption, given the unique spelling of 
Joel’s surname.[87] In the end, the law was never enacted.[88] 

That same month, September 1788, Joel was named in a lawsuit by Stephen 
Gardner, who claimed in the Court of Common Pleas at Wilkes Barré that Joel 
had evicted him from farmland he was renting from the heirs of Lt. Perrin Ross, 
who had died in the Wyoming Massacre.[89] This may have been part of the 
Manvil holdings or a parcel purchased by Joel to be a homestead or investment. 

NEWS OF A KIDNAPPING 

In the meantime, Joel’s stepson, Ira Manvil, stood accused of a far more 
serious misdeed. On 26 June 1788 he was among an armed group that abducted 
Commissioner Timothy Pickering from his bed at gunpoint. The fifteen men held 
him for twenty days in the woods, chaining him to trees, with the idea of 
exchanging him for John Franklin, who had been imprisoned in Philadelphia on 
charges of, as one city broadsheet reported, “stimulating a body of vagrants to 
commit fresh acts of rebellion and treason against the government of 
Pennsylvania.”[90] Instead of an exchange, Pennsylvania sent the militia, and the 
kidnappers decided it prudent to release their captive. On 15 July 1788 they 
presented Pickering with a letter of apology and sent him home.[91]  

On 19 July, as conspirator Benjamin Earl dictated a confession to Pickering 
that detailed the plot, a group of militia men arrested Ira Manvil and Benjamin 

                                                 
84 Taylor, The Susquehannah Company Papers [note 78], 9:198. 
85 Holcomb account book, folio 55.  
86 Munger, Connecticut’s Pennsylvania “Colony” 1754–1810 [note 66], 1:1–4. 
87 Taylor, The Susquehannah Company Papers [note 78], 9:483–84. 
88 Samuel Hazard, ed., Pennsylvania Archives, First Series, 12 vols. (Philadelphia: Joseph 

Severns & Co., 1852–56), 11:262. 
89 William T. Blair, The Michael Shoemaker Book (Scranton, Pa.: International Text Book 

Press, 1924), 475, citing court records. 
90 The Independent Gazetteer, Philadelphia, 12 September 1787, 3. 
91 Taylor, The Susquehannah Company Papers [note 78], 9:409. 
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Satterlee.[92] The two men admitted their guilt, although Ira protested he had been 
“unwillingly drawn into” the affair by means unspecified.[93] They were placed in 
the Easton jail,[94] where they presumably remained until 4 September, when a 
grand jury indicted them and twelve co-conspirators on charges of riot and 
assault.[95] Others would be caught and convicted,[96] but Pickering would later 
recall that “the poor creatures had no money to pay their fines, and the new jail at 
Wilkesbarre was so insufficient, that all of them made their escape.”[97] By 
October 1788, Ira Manvil had been bailed out, escaped, or released. According to 
the Holcomb ledger, that is when he began renting a room from Joel, continuing 
through 1 August 1789, when he paid £9 for “nine months bo[a]rding.”[98]  

Joel Holcomb is recorded in the 1790 census for Luzerne County with one 
male 16 and over, one male under 16, and two females;[99] presumably they were 
Joel, his wife Uraney, and her two youngest children, Lurana “Annie” Manvil, 
then 17 or 21,[100] and Nicholas Manvil, Jr., then about 13.[101] Ira Manvil was in 
the same census with one male 16 and over, one male under 16, and two 
females.[102] On 26 June 1790, Ira was named in Luzerne County as administrator 
of his father’s holdings.[103] This might suggest his mother, who was 47, had left 
with her husband, who appears to have returned to Massachusetts soon after the 
census was taken.[104] She apparently had not died, for more than a decade later, 
on 4 January 1802, Urany Holcomb appeared on a list in the Luzerne County 
Federalist of people who had mail waiting at the Wilkes Barré post office.[105] 

Neither Joel nor Uraney Holcomb appears as a head of household in the 1800 
census of Luzerne County, although Ira Manvill was in Plymouth with one male 

                                                 
92 Taylor, The Susquehannah Company Papers [note 78], 9:497. The five militia men 

petitioned the state assembly for a reward; it voted to present the captain with a sword (9:492). 
93 Ibid., 9:421. 
94 Ibid., 9:497. 
95 Ibid., 9:480. According to Paul B. Moyer, Wild Yankees (Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University 

Press, 2007), 92, the men had initially been charged with treason, which carried the death penalty. 
The fifteenth conspirator, Joseph Dudley, had been shot and killed when he refused to surrender. 

96 Moyer, Wild Yankees [note 95], 92–93.  
97 Thomas Pickering, “Wyoming Lands: Letter from Col. Pickering,” in The Register of 

Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 7 May 1831, 300. One plotter chose not to escape and was pardoned. 
Pickering returned to Philadelphia in 1791 and from 1795 to 1800 served as Secretary of State 
under presidents Washington and Adams. 

98 Holcomb account book, folio 111. 
99 1790 U.S. Census, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, roll 8, p. 149. 
100 Manville–Manvel Genealogy [note 67], 103. 
101 Manville–Manvel Genealogy [note 67], 102. He was born in November 1777. 
102 1790 U.S. Census, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, roll 8, p. 150. 
103 Manville–Manvel Genealogy [note 67], 101. The source is not cited. In an abstract by 

Paula Radwanski of the Wyoming County Historical Society of the Luzerne County Federalist, 12 
February 1808, accessed at pawchs.org/abstracts.html, Ira Manville was scolded by the court for 
not having yet settled his father’s estate. 

104 The 1790 census for Luzerne County, dated 20 April 1791 (per roll 8, p. 143), was 
supposed to reflect the population as of 2 August 1790. 

105 Radwanski, Luzerne County Federalist abstract [note 103]. 
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26 to 44, one female 26 to 44, and four children under 16.[106] He moved his 
family to Illinois in 1810.[107] 

Joel’s return to Massachusetts appears to be reflected in transactions with 
Capt. Samuel Warner, who was almost certainly the Capt. Samuel Warner who 
fought as part of the Berkshire County regiment of the Massachusetts militia[108] 
and resided in 1790 in New Marlborough.[109] On 1 January 1789, Joel recorded a 
£3 deposit from Warner for the rent of a house, barn and 10 acres.[110] In February 
1790 he gave Warner credit for cash and two yards of cotton and the veterans 
settled the account on 15 September 1790 with their signatures.[111] 

A SON TAKES OVER 

The numbers written at the top of each folio of the Holcomb ledger continue 
to 103, then restart at 1, suggesting that Joel’s eldest son, Roger, had assumed the 
family accounts. His initial entries are dated January 1793. In June, Roger 
charged John Hubbard for “my Father too days work,”[112] suggesting his father, 
then in his early 70s, lived with or near him. Transactions appear in 1794 and 
1795 with men found in Sheffield, Massachusetts, in both the 1790 and 1800 
censuses. By 24 November 1795, Roger had moved to Great Barrington, 
Massachusetts, when he lived at the home of Abigail Nash. On 24 December 
1795 and 18 January 1796, he took her horse to Sheffield and on 9 March 1796 
rode the “15 miles” to Canaan, Connecticut.[113] His landlord was almost certainly 
Abigail (Dewey) Nash, the widow of Daniel Nash, who died in Great Barrington 
6 May 1794.[114] Roger settled accounts with Mrs. Nash on 12 April 1796 and the 
next day gave credit to Nore [Noah] Holcomb for “your fetching load of goods 
from [Great] Barrington” and “bringing load from Sheffield.”[115] A notation from 
that same day gives credit to Joseph Beckley because Roger had “moved into 

                                                 
106 1800 U.S. Census, Plymouth, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, roll 39, p. 339.  
107 History of St. Clair County, Illinois (Philadelphia: Brink, McDonough & Co., 1881), 242, 

“Ira Manville [Jr.] was born in Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, Nov. 23, 1795, and came with his 
father, Ira Manville, to this state in 1810. His father lived for six years in Kaskaskia, when he 
moved and settled six miles south of Athens, on the Kaskaskia river. At this point he kept a ferry 
until his death in 1821. The grandfather of the subject of this sketch was murdered at the 
Wyoming valley massacre.” The Joel Holcomb who resided in St. Clair County after 1807 was not 
Joel Holcomb, Jr., but the son of John Holcomb of South Carolina (McPherson, The Holcombes 
[note 2], 493). 

108 Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in the War of the Revolution [note 56], 16:599. 
109 1790 U.S. Census, New Marlborough, Berkshire County, Massachusetts, roll 4, p. 439. 
110 Holcomb account book, folio 113. 
111 Holcomb account book, folio 113. It is possible this was Joel Holcomb, Jr., but the 

signature matches others made in the ledger by his father. In one instance in 1773 in which Joel, 
Jr., signed to settle an account his name appears with the suffix. 

112 Holcomb account book, folio 117. 
113 Holcomb account book, folio 128. 
114 Sylvester Judd and Lucius M. Boltwood, History of Hadley (Northampton, Mass.: Metcalf 

& Company, 1863), 545. 
115 Holcomb account book, folio 130. 
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your hous[e].”[116] This probably reflects a move to Canaan, as two Joseph 
Beckley families resided there in 1800, as did Noah Holcomb,[117] and Roger had 
a son, Alanson, born at Canaan 14 Sept. 1796.[118] 

Soon after, the family left Connecticut for Greene County, New York, some 
seventy-five miles west,[119] no doubt crossing the Hudson River in search of 
inexpensive land that could be cleared to farm.[120] Neither Joel nor Roger 
Holcomb are found in indices to the 1800 U.S. census, but by 1810 the elder Joel 
Holcomb likely was the second of two men over 45 living in the Roger “Holkem” 
household in Windham, Greene County.[121] Joel died in Lexington, Greene 
County, on 24 February 1814.[122] No record of a will or probate is found in 
indices to Greene County records,[123] and his gravesite has not been found. 
 

(to be continued) 
 
 
Chip Rowe may be contacted at chip@chiprowe.com. 

                                                 
116 Holcomb account book, folio 132. 
117 1800 U.S. Census, Canaan, Litchfield County, Connecticut, roll 2, p. 656. 
118 Holcomb account book, folio 149. 
119 Revolutionary War Pension File, Roger Holcomb [note 12], “After the war I moved from 

that place [New Marlborough, Massachusetts] to the town of Lexington in the county of Green 
and state of New York where I have lived something like forty years and where I now live [in 
1834].” Roger settled his account with Joseph Beckley on 12 November 1798 (folio 132). 

120 In Miller, Early Life in Sheffield [note 36], 28, James Miller points out that church records 
show many residents left the area for cheaper land in upper New York, Ohio, and very 
occasionally Pennsylvania, with some moving multiple times. Further, William Cobbett, an 
Englishman, wrote in A Year’s Residence in the United States of America (London: Sherwood, 
Neely and Jones, 1819), 83, “Supped [in New Jersey] with a Connecticut farmer . . . He has 
migrated. His reasons are these: he has five sons, the eldest 19 years of age, and several daughters. 
Connecticut is thickly settled. He has not the means to buy farms for the sons there. He, therefore, 
goes and gets cheap land in Pennsylvania; his sons will assist him to clear it; and, thus, they will 
have a farm each.” 

121 1810 U.S. Census, Windham, Greene County, New York, roll 27, p. 302. 
122 Holcomb account book, second folio, unnumbered. “February 24 1814 Joel Holcomb died 

in the 93 year of his age. In Lexington in the Sate [sic] of New York.”  
123 Ray C. Sawyer, “Abstract of Wills of Greene County, New York, 1800–1900,” typescript, 

3 vols. (New York, 1933); W. David Samuelsen, Index to Testators, Volume B 1808–1823, 
Greene County, New York, accessed at usgwarchives.org/ny/greene/wills/willstoc.htm. 
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GENEALOGICAL SUMMARY 
 

1.  As discussed in the first installment of this article, JOEL
4
 HOLCOMB was born 

in Simsbury, Connecticut, on 18 August 1723, son of Joshua3 Holcomb (Joshua2, 
Thomas1) and his second wife, Mary Hoskins, daughter of Robert and Mary 
(Gillett) Hoskins. Joel died in Lexington, Greene County, New York, on 24 
February 1814. He married in Wallingford, Connecticut, on 20 November 1745, 
SARAH BULL, born in Farmington, Connecticut, on 5 January 1720/1, daughter of 
David and Sarah (Ashley) Bull. Sarah died on 18 February 1783 in her 63rd year, 
and Joel married again, the place unknown, on 17 October 1784, URANEY (ROSE) 

MANVIL, widow of Nicholas Manvil. She was born in Branford, Connecticut, on 
19 December 1742, to Timothy and Mehitable (Johnson) Rose. She was probably 
still living when on 4 January 1802, Urany Holcomb appeared on a list in the 
Luzerne County Federalist of people who had mail waiting at the Wilkes Barré 
post office. 

Children of Joel and Sarah (Bull) Holcomb: 

 i. SARAH HOLCOMB, b. Wallingford, Conn. 3 March 1746/7;[124] d. Wallingford 26 
July 1751,[125] bur. Old Cemetery, Farmington, Conn.[126] 

2. ii. JOEL HOLCOMB, b. 19 Aug. 1749;[127] m. SARAH WHITNEY. 
 iii. SARAH HOLCOMB, b. Wallingford 25 Feb. 1754;[128] d. Granby, Conn., 12 Jan. 

1835.[129] She probably m., as his second wife, her cousin NOAH HOLCOMB, 

                                                 
124 Wallingford Vital Records [note 18], 9:559, “Sarah Holcomb Daughter of Joel and Sarah 

Holcomb born March 3 1746.” The Holcomb account book, second folio, unnumbered, says, 
“Sarah Holcomb was born March the 3, 1747,” the latter date probably New Style. 

125 Wallingford Vital Records [note 18], 11:553, “Sarah Holcomb Daughter to Joel and Sarah 
Holcomb Died July the 26 1751.” 

126 Charles R. Hale, “Charles R. Hale Collection [of Cemetery Inscriptions and Newspaper 
Notices of Marriages and Deaths],” (1933–34), at the Connecticut State Library, Hartford, 
Farmington, Old Cemetery, 1, “Sarah Holcomb, dau. Joel & Sarah, died July 26, 1751, age 4.” 

127 Holcomb account book, second folio, unnumbered. “Joel Holcomb was born August the 
19, 1749.” 

128 Wallingford Vital Records [note 18], 13:538, “Sarah Holcomb Daughter of Joel & Sarah 
Holcomb, born Feb. 25th 1754.” The same date appears in the account book, second folio, 
unnumbered. 

129 Typewritten sheet outlining descendants of Joel Holcomb, Jr., through his son Joshua, 
from the Hiram Holcomb Collection [note 1] with an annotation by Hiram Holcomb, probably 
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son of David Holcomb 2d and his wife Sarah Slater,[130] after 8 Jan. 1789 
(when Noah’s first wife, Hannah Marsh, died at Canaan eight days after giving 
birth to their daughter, Hannah)[131] and 12 March 1793 (when a son, Milo, was 
born to Noah and Sarah Holcomb).[132]  

3. iv. ROGER HOLCOMB, b. Wallingford[133] 13 Aug. 1758;[134] m. ELIZABETH ORCUTT. 
 v. LUCY HOLCOMB, b. Wallingford 5 March 1761;[135] bp. First Congregational 

Church, Wallingford, 9 March 1761.[136] She may be the “Luce Holcom” who 
m. Tyringham, Mass., 24 Feb. 1780, NOAH CHURCH,[137] likely the Noah 
Church, b. New Marlborough, Mass., 19 Oct. 1760, son of Noah and Lydia 
(Barnard) Church.[138] Noah Church [Jr.] appeared in the 1790 census in New 
Marlborough, Mass., with two females[139] and in 1800 there with three young 
males, two young females, a male and female both 26–44 and a female 45 and 
over.[140] Lucy also may be the female age 60–69 in Port Bay, Wayne Co., 
N.Y., in 1830 with the family of Noah Church[141] (presumably her son), and 
the female age 70–79 living with the Noah W. Church family in 1840 in 
Huron, Wayne Co., N.Y.[142] A widow named Lucy Church died in Wayne Co. 
in Oct. 1849 aged 87.[143] 

 vi. SILVEY HOLCOMB, b. Canaan, Conn.,[144] 14 Feb. 1764;[145] d. Sandy Creek, 
Oswego Co., N.Y., 4 June 1845, aged 82;[146] m. probably New Marlborough 

                                                                                                                                     
dated 4 March 1944 and sent to Harriet McPherson, per a citation in her genealogy [note 2], 960. 
Hiram Holcomb said the data was compiled in 1893 by Dr. WFH [William Frederic Holcombe]. 

130 “A Form for Genealogical Records,” undated, completed by Lucius Holcomb, a grandson 
of Noah and Hannah (Marsh) Holcomb, for Dr. William Frederic Holcombe, Hiram Holcomb 
Collection [note 1]. Lucius Holcomb noted on page 4, “My grandfather had one son by second 
wife, Milo Holcomb,” without naming her, after which Dr. Holcombe added to page 1, “Sarah 
Holcomb, dau. of Joel H., see p. 4.” 

131 Hale Collection [note 126], North Canaan, Lower Cemetery, 38, Hannah Holcomb, died 8 
January 1789, age 37. 

132 Canaan, Connecticut, Vital Records [FHL 1,503,196], A:44. Barbour Collection, citing 
Canaan Vital Records A:44, incorrectly gives Milo’s mother as Hannah.  

133 Revolutionary War Pension File, Roger Holcomb, R5133, “I was born in the Town of 
Wallingford in the county of New Haven, State of Connecticut.” 

134 Holcomb account book, second folio, unnumbered. “Roger Holcomb was born August the 
13, 1758.” 

135 Wallingford Vital Records [note 18], 14:503, “Lucy Holcomb, Daughter of Joel & Sarah 
Holcomb born March 5th 17__,” obscured by a damaged edge. The Holcomb account book, second 
folio, unnumbered, has “Lucey Holcomb was born March the 5 1761.” 

136 First Congregational Church in Wallingford, Connecticut, Records, 1758–1894, 3 vols. 
[FHL 0,006,053], 1:5, “1761, 9 March: Lucy, the daughter of Joel & Sarah Holcomb.” 

137 Vital Records of Tyringham, Massachusetts to the Year 1850 (Boston: NEHGS, 1903), 72.  
138 Charles Hudson, History of the Town of Marlborough, Middlesex County, Massachusetts, 

(Boston: Press of T. R. Marvin & Son, 1862; repr. Boston: NEHGS, 1986), 350. 
139 1790 U.S. Census, New Marlborough, Berkshire County, Massachusetts, roll 4, p. 439. 
140 1800 U.S. Census, New Marlborough, roll 13, p. 235. 
141 1830 U.S. Census, Port Bay, Wayne County, New York, roll 117, p. 183. 
142 1840 U.S. Census, Huron, Wayne County, New York, roll 350, p. 110. 
143 1850 U.S. Census, Huron, Mortality Schedule, roll 613, p. 687, line 1. 
144 Canaan Vital Records [note 132], A:16, “Silvey Holcomb Daughter to Joel Holcomb and 

Sarah his wife was born February ye 14th AD 1764.” 
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in 1784, as his second wife, ISAAC HARMON,[147] b. Suffield, Conn., 9 May 
1751, son of Asa and Miriam (King) Harmon, d. Sandy Creek 11 Dec. 1839. 
Isaac’s first wife, Elizabeth Harmon (a cousin), died in New Marlborough 3 
May 1781.[148] After Sylvia, aged 18, came to help with the widower’s four 
small children, he asked her family for permission to marry, but her brothers 
said he had to wait until she turned 21.[149] Isaac appeared in the 1790 census in 
New Marlborough with three males under 16 and four females[150] and in 1800 
there with his wife [apparently], an older male, and four children under 16.[151]  

 vii. SABRA HOLCOMB, b. Canaan 29 May 1766.[152] In a 15 Dec. 1766 entry in the 
family account book, Joel gives Edmund Grandey credit for “maken my babys 
shoes.”[153] Sabra may have d. young, as nothing further is known. 

 
2.  JOEL HOLCOMB, JR., was born, probably in Wallingford on 19 August 
1749.[154] He died in Angelica, Allegany County, New York, in 1839, and was 
buried there.[155] He married in Canaan, Connecticut, on 4 March 1773, SARAH 

WHITNEY,[156] born in Canaan 30 April 1748, daughter of David and Mary 
(Gunn) Whitney.[157]  

                                                                                                                                     
145 Holcomb account book, second folio, unnumbered, “Silvey Holcomb was born February 

the 14, 1764.” 
146 A. C. Harmon, The Harmon Genealogy (Washington, D.C.: Gibson Brothers, 1920), 172, 

which identifies her as Sylvia Hocum. 
147 Unsigned note, Hiram Holcomb Collection [note 1], very likely the recollections of Sylvia 

(Humiston) Dickinson, a granddaughter of Isaac and Silvey (Holcomb) Harmon. 
148 Harmon, Harmon Genealogy [note 146], 172.  
149 Unsigned note, Hiram Holcomb Collection [note 147]. 
150 1790 U.S. Census, New Marlborough, Berkshire County, Massachusetts, roll 4, p. 440. 
151 1800 U.S. Census, New Marlborough, roll 13, p. 237. 
152 Canaan Vital Records [note 132], A:16, “Sabree Holcomb Daughter to Joel Holcomb and 

Sarah his wife was born May ye 29th AD 1766”; Holcomb account book, second folio, 
unnumbered, “Sabra Holcomb was born May the 29, 1766.” 

153 Holcomb account book, folio 74. According to Rolls and Lists of Connecticut Men in the 
Revolution, 1775–1783, Vol. 8 [note 39], 37, an Edmund Grandey served in Charles Burrall’s 
regiment at the 1776 siege of Quebec. 

154 Holcomb account book, second folio, unnumbered. 
155 Letter from Marcia (Holcomb) Benham, Rochester, New York, 7 August 1893, to Dr. 

William Frederic Holcombe, Hiram Holcomb Collection [note 1]. Marcia, daughter of Ira and 
Tryphena (Gibson) Holcomb, said “Joel Holcomb my grandfather was 95 years old [sic] when he 
died in 1839 . . . My father, grandfather and grandmother were all buried in one burying ground in 
Angelica which now is Belvidere.” The Holcombs were likely interred in Abbott Cemetery in 
present-day Amity, although no family gravestones appear in the transcription at 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nyallega/amity-abbott.html. 

156 Canaan Vital Records [note 132], A:17, “Joel Holcomb Jnr. was married to Sarah Whitney 
March ye 4th AD 1773.” 

157 Barbour Collection, citing Canaan Records, LR2:238 (birth and parents’ marriage); see 
also Frederick Clifton Pierce, The Descendants of John Whitney (Chicago: W. B. Conkey, 1895), 
59. The marriage of Sarah’s parents was also recorded in Sheffield (Massachusetts Vital Records: 
Sheffield 1726–1897, 12 vols. on 56 microfiche [Oxford, Mass.: Holbrook Research Institute, 
1988], 1:18; these vital records are now available in “Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 
1620–1988,” images online at Ancestry.com). 
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Joel’s signature appears in an entry in the account book dated 15 March 1773 
as “Joel Holcomb Junr.”[158] He enlisted on 27 June 1780 in Berkshire County, 
Massachusetts, as a private in the Continental Army and was discharged eight 
days later, after marching to sustain the fort at West Point.[159] Based on the 
birthplaces of their children, Joel and Sarah moved to Sheffield, Massachusetts, 
around 1783. Joel Holcomb appeared in the 1790[160] and 1800[161] censuses there, 
and in October 1798 paid taxes on his home and twenty perches (an eighth of an 
acre).[162] On 20 April 1800, at the Congregational Church in Sheffield, “Sarah 
Hocom, wife of Joel” was baptized, followed on 10 December 1800 by “Joshua, 
Sally, Emilia and Elisha Holcum, children of Joel.”[163] It is not clear where Joel, 
Jr. and Sarah Holcomb resided during the 1810 and 1820 censuses,[164] but in 
1830 they were likely the couple aged 80–89 in Friendship, Allegany County, 
New York, west of Angelica, with the family of their son-in-law and daughter, 
Ebenezer and Jane (Holcomb) Hyde.[165] 

Children of Joel Holcomb, Jr., and his wife Sarah Whitney: 

 i. BETHANA/BETHANY[166] HOLCOMB, b. Canaan 21 Jan. 1774;[167] d. probably 
Jackson Co., Mich., after 1850 (when she last appears in the census[168]); m. 29 
Nov. 1798,[169] HIRAM SPALDING/SPAULDING, b. Sheffield, Mass., 9 Sept. 
1765,[170] son of William and Mary (Shedd) Spalding.[171] The couple resided 

                                                 
158 Holcomb account book, folio 142. 
159 Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors [note 56], 8:91. 
160 1790 U.S. Census, Sheffield, Berkshire County, Massachusetts, roll 4, p. 596. The 

household included one male 16 and over, three males under 16, and five females. 
161 1800 U.S. Census, Sheffield, roll 13, p. 226. The household included one male 45 and over 

[Joel], one female 45 and over [Sarah], one male under 10 [Elisha], one female 10 to 15 [Emelia] 
and one female 16 to 25 [Sally]. 

162 “Massachusetts and Maine 1798 Direct Tax,” database online at AmericanAncestors.org, 
20:250. 

163 Great Barrington, Massachusetts, DAR, “Early Records, Congregational Church, 
Sheffield, Massachusetts, 1793–1860,” transcript [FHL 0,250,313, Item 1]. 

164 Men named Joel Holcomb appear in the 1810 and 1820 censuses in Connecticut, Ohio, and 
Illinois (see note 107), but according to McPherson, Holcombes [note 2] and other sources, they 
are not Joel, Jr. Joel Holcomb born in Granby, Connecticut, 1761, died 1847 Leroy, Lake County, 
Ohio, was the son of David5. Joel Holcomb born in Granby in 1781 was the son of Hezekiah6. He 
appears in 1810 in Granby as “Joel Holcomb 2nd,” suggesting an effort to avoid confusion with a 
cousin in the same manner of David Holcomb 2d. 

165 1830 U.S. Census, Friendship, Allegany County, New York, roll 84, p. 98. 
166 While her name appears as Bethaney in birth records (see next note), it is spelled as 

Bethana or Berthana in letters from descendants in the Hiram Holcomb Collection [note 1]. 
167 Canaan Vital Records [note 132], A:18, “Bethaney Holcomb Daughter to Joel Holcomb 

Jnr. and Sarah his wife was born the 21st day of January 1774.” 
168 1850 U.S. Census, Springport, Jackson County, Michigan, roll 352, p. 298B. Bethana 

Spaulding, age 77, born in Connecticut, was living with the John Drake family. 
169 Typewritten sheet outlining descendants of Joel Holcomb, Jr. [note 129]. 
170 Massachusetts Vital Records: Sheffield [note 157], 1:133; letter from Ruby G. Blyth, 

Macedon, New York, 8 August 1936, to Hiram Holcomb, Hiram Holcomb Collection [note 1]. 
Blyth was a great-granddaughter of Hiram and Bethana (Holcomb) Spaulding. 
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in Elba, Genesee Co., N.Y., and Somerset, Niagara Co., N.Y., before moving 
about 1837[172] to Jackson Co., Mich., where both died.[173] 

 ii. IRA HOLCOMB, b. Canaan 7 June 1775;[174] m. Sheffield, Mass., 29 Nov. 1798, 
TRYPHENA GIBSON of New Marlborough, Mass.,[175]  perhaps identical with 
Tryphene, daughter of John and Mary (_____) Gibson, b. Palmer, Mass., 21 
Nov. 1779.[176] Ira d. Angelica, Allegany Co., N.Y., 3 March 1820, after which 
his wife moved with her children to Great Barrington, Mass., to be near her 
family.[177] She d. 24 April 1836.[178] The couple resided in 1810 in Lenox, 
Madison Co., N.Y.,[179] and moved to Angelica around 1818.[180] In 1888, long 
after his death, Ira’s daughter Marcia (born 1810) recalled her father as having 
“a medium height and build, dark brown hair and curly, very deep blue eyes 
and light complexion.”[181] 

 iii. ESTHER HOLCOMB, b. Canaan 18 April 1777;[182] d. Milford, Otsego Co., N.Y., 5 
May 1864;[183] bur. Milford Center Cemetery with her husband;[184] m. in Mass. 
5 March 1795, WILLIAM STEVENS, b. Sheffield, Mass., 7 Dec. 1771, who had, 
at the age of six, been briefly taken prisoner with his mother and siblings at the 
Wyoming Massacre.[185] William and Esther moved in 1798 from Sheffield to 

                                                                                                                                     
171 Charles Warren Spalding, The Spalding Memorial . . . (Chicago: American Publishers 

Association, 1897), 195, 339. 
172 United States Bureau of Land Management, General Land Office Records, patent 9421, 

accessed at www.glorecords.blm.gov. Hiram bought eighty acres that year in Jackson County. 
173 Spalding, Spalding Memorial [note 170], 339. 
174 Canaan Vital Records [note 132], A:23, “Ira Holcomb Son to Joel Holcomb Jnr. and Sarah 

his wife was born June ye 7th 1775.” 
175 Massachusetts Vital Records: Sheffield [note 157], 6:10. Volume 6 is a typed manuscript 

prepared in 1942 by Blanche Stockwell, as the original has been lost. 
176 Vital Records of Palmer, Massachusetts, to the Year 1850 (Boston: NEHGS, 1905), 35. 
177 Letter from Marcia (Holcomb) Benham, Watkins, New York, 18 October 1888, to Dr. 

William Frederic Holcombe, Hiram Holcomb Collection [note 1], “My Father [Ira] died in 
Angelica when I was 9 years old. My Mother went back East to Mass. and I never see any of my 
Father’s folks after that. That is the reason I know so little about them.” She specifies Great 
Barrington in another letter to Dr. Holcombe dated 14 November 1888 (see next note). 

178 Letter from Marcia (Holcomb) Benham, Watkins, New York, 14 November 1888, to Dr. 
William Frederic Holcombe, Hiram Holcomb Collection [note 1]. 

179 1810 U.S. Census, Lenox, Madison County, New York, roll 28, p. 779, as “I. Holcomb.” 
180 Letter from Marcia (Holcomb) Benham, 14 November 1888 [note 178]. 
181 Letter from Marcia (Holcomb) Benham, Elmira, New York, 24 November 1888, to Dr. 

William Frederic Holcombe, Hiram Holcomb Collection [note 1]. 
182 Canaan Vital Records [note 132], A:26, “Esther Holcomb Daughter to Joel Holcomb & 

Sarah his wife was born April the 18th 1777.” 
183 Gertrude A. Barber, “Deaths Taken From the Otsego Herald & Western Advertiser and 

Freeman’s Journal,” 3 vols., typescript (1939), 3:17, accessed at Ancestry.com. 
184 William and Esther Stevens obelisk, photographed at Milford Center Cemetery for the 

author by Kimberly Milillo, 31 March 2012, posted at FindaGrave.com, “Esther Holcomb, consort 
of William Stevens, born Mar. [sic] 18, 1777, Died May 5, 1864” and “William Stevens, born 7 
Dec. 1771, died 25 Dec. 1858. The departed was taken prisoner at the Wyoming Massacre.” 

185 According to a history of Milford written in 1903 by Ezra Stevens, the youngest son of 
William and Esther Stevens (see note 187), his grandfather Stevens “was sickened and died” just 
prior to the massacre. “My grandmother was in the fort with her whole family, which consisted of 
herself and seven children; six daughters and one son, my father, a boy of seven [sic] years of 



290 New England Historical and Genealogical Register 
 

[OCTOBER

settle in Suffrage [Milford] and then West Milford, N.Y. After William d. in 
West Milford 25 Dec. 1858, his widow lived with Ezra Stevens,[186] the 
youngest of their thirteen children.[187] 

 iv. JANE HOLCOMB, b. ca. 1778;[188] d. 7 June 1854; m. ca. 1802 Dr. EBENEZER 

HYDE, b. 1777, son of Ebenezer and Lois (Thatcher) Hyde. He studied 
medicine in New Marlborough, Mass. and moved in 1804 with his wife and 
infant son to Angelica, N.Y., practicing in the area until his death in 1858.[189] 
Little is known of Jane, whose birth is not recorded in Connecticut indices[190] 
or Sheffield, Massachusetts,[191] vital records. A niece recalled her aunt Jane 
Hyde as the only one of her father’s sisters whom she knew as a child.[192]  

 v. JOSHUA HOLCOMB, b. Canaan 9 Jan. 1782;[193] bp. Congregational Church, 
Sheffield, 10 Dec. 1800;[194] d. Ticonderoga, Essex Co., N.Y., 4 June 1856;[195] 
m. Ticonderoga 8 June 1806, CHLOE JONES,[196] b. Vt. ca. 1787,[197] perhaps 
identical with Chloe Jones, b. Wardsboro, Vt., 5 Aug. 1786, daughter of John 

                                                                                                                                     
age . . . All my grandmother saved was a set of silver teaspoons and her gold beads by tying them 
up in her underclothes. They left the fort the same day, and traveled through the country to New 
England penniless.” Ezra Stevens also gave his father’s date and place of birth, marriage, and 
death. 

186 1860 U.S. Census, Milford, Otsego County, New York, roll 840, p. 501. 
187 Ezra Stevens, “Early History of the Town of Milford and Other Parts of Otsego County 

from 1773 to 1903” (Milford, N.Y., 1905), 62–65, a typed transcription of the original in longhand 
said to be at the Greater Oneonta Historical Society, also as “A Typed Copy of a Handwritten 
Unpublished Manuscript; Ezra Stevens; Oneonta Chapter,” New York DAR Genealogical Records 
Committee Report, Series 1, Volume 408 (1973–74). 

188 1850 U.S. Census, Amity, Allegany County, New York, roll 475, p. 77A. Milton C. Hyde, 
A Partial Record of One Branch of the Hyde Family (Ludlow, Vt.: the author, 1886), 4D, gives 
her year of birth as 1787. However, Jane does not appear with her siblings when they were 
baptized together at Sheffield in 1800 [note 163], and she also would have been only 16 years old 
at the birth of her eldest child, William C. C. Hyde, in 1803. 

189 Hyde, One Branch of the Hyde Family [note 188], 4D. 
190 Barbour Collection [note 13]. 
191 Massachusetts Vital Records: Sheffield [note 157]. 
192 Letter from Marcia Benham, 18 October 1888 [note 177]. She recalled her father Ira 

having one brother, Joshua, and “I think he had four sisters” but she could remember only the 
names of Jane and Sally. In her 7 August 1893 letter from Rochester, N.Y. [note 155], Marcia 
reports that “my dear cousin Dr. [Ebenezer] Hyde [Jr.] and wife were here” for a visit. Milton 
Hyde [note 188] names Jane Holcomb as the wife of Dr. Hyde but does not identify her parents. 

193 Massachusetts Vital Records: Sheffield [note 157], 2:42, “Joshua Holcomb son of Joel 
Holcomb & Sarah Holcom Wife of the said Joel was born in Canaan in Connecticutt the 9th day of 
January 1782.” 

194 Sheffield Congregational Church Records [note 163]. 
195 Arthur Carr, “Streetroad Cemetery, Ticonderoga, New York,” (1939–40), accessed at 

rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nyessex/Streetroadcemetery.htm, “Joshua Holcomb died June 4, 1854, Ae 
70. Chloe, wife of Joshua Holcomb, died Dec. 6, 1866, Ae 79.” 

196 Letter from Aura Holcomb, Ticonderoga, New York, 12 March 1869, to Dr. William 
Frederic Holcombe in the Hiram Holcomb Collection [note 1]. Aura (born 1848) was a great-
granddaughter of Joel Holcomb, Jr. “[My grandfather Joshua] was born in Sheffield, Conn. [sic] 
Jan. 5th 1783 [sic] and was a carriage maker. He married Chloe Jones of Manchester, Vt. June 8th 
1806 in Ticonderoga.” 

197 1850 U.S. Census, Ticonderoga, Essex County, New York, roll 504, p. 328B. 
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and Abigail (Cheney) Jones.[198] Chloe d. Ticonderoga 6 Dec. 1866, aged 79. 
Both are buried in Streetroad Cemetery, Ticonderoga.[199] Joshua was listed in 
1817 in the rolls of the New York State regiment as a second lieutenant 
representing Essex County,[200] and was first recorded with his family at 
Ticonderoga in the 1820 census.[201] Their eldest child, Mahala, was killed by 
lightning in 1819 at age 12;[202] another child, Joel Whitney Holcomb, became 
a hotel owner and stage driver who in 1848 bred in his Ticonderoga barn the 
famous Morgan horse “Ethan Allen.”[203] A history of Ticonderoga published 
in 1858 notes that Joshua Holcomb, “an energetic man, of thorough habits and 
much business ability,” had been a wheelwright in town for more than thirty 
years but began to slow down in 1840 and closed shop in 1844 at age 62.[204] 

 vi. SALLY HOLCOMB, b. Sheffield 3 March 1784;[205] bp. Congregational Church, 
Sheffield, 10 Dec. 1800;[206] m. Sheffield 25 March 1802, JONATHAN 

HUBBARD,[207] likely Jonathan Ely Hubbard b. Sheffield 5 Feb. 1777, son of 
Jonathan and Cristia (_____) Hubbard.[208] Jona[than] E. Hubbard, age 26–44, 
resided in 1810 in Bloomfield, Ontario Co., N.Y., with his wife of the same 
age and three children under 10.[209] Jonathan Ely Hubbard m. (2?) Fredonia, 
Chautauqua Co., N.Y., 22 July 1821, Hepzibah Atkins,[210] the only wife 
shown for him in the Hubbard genealogy.[211] 

                                                 
198 Claude W. Barlow, “Descendants of Thomas Jones of Hingham, Hull, and Manchester, 

Mass.,” Register 113 (1959):42–52, 131–46, at 142–43. 
199 Carr, “Streetroad Cemetery” [note 195]. 
200 Hugh Hastings, ed., Military Minutes of the Council of Appointment of the State of New 

York, 1783–1821, 4 vols. (Albany, N.Y.: James B. Lyon, 1901), 2:1810. 
201 1820 U.S. Census, Ticonderoga, Essex County, New York, roll 69, p. 448. 
202 Letter from Aura Holcomb, 12 March 1869 [note 196]. 
203 Barney Nagler, The American Horse (New York: Macmillan, 1966), 48; Andrew Alberti 

and Anita Deming, From Forest to Fields (Westport, N.Y.: Cornell Cooperative Extension, 2010), 
22, “Shortly after the Revolutionary War, Morgan horses, America’s first breed of horse, 
supported the farms of upstate New York as the original ‘sport-utility vehicle.’ A single Morgan 
horse was able to clear rocky hillsides, plow fields, pull the family wagon to church in style, and 
win impromptu road races both under saddle and in harness. In the middle of the 19th century, one 
Morgan in Ticonderoga, named for Ethan Allen, was the talk of nearly every tavern and dining 
table across America.” 

204 Flavius J. Cook, Home Sketches of Essex County, First Number: Ticonderoga (Keeseville, 
N.Y.: W. Lansing & Son, 1858), 45. 

205 Massachusetts Vital Records: Sheffield [note 157], 2:42. “Sally Holcomb Daughter of the 
said Joel & Sarah Holcomb was born in Sheffield the 3rd day of March 1784.”  

206 Sheffield Congregational Church Records [note 163]. 
207 Massachusetts Vital Records: Sheffield [note 157], 6:14. In a letter dated 18 October 1888 

[note 176], Marcia Benham (born 1810) recalls that Sally “married a man by the name of Jonathan 
Hubbard. She died when I was a small girl.” 

208 Massachusetts Vital Records: Sheffield [note 157], 1:37; Sheffield Congregational Church 
Records [note 163], say he was baptized 5 February 1777. 

209 1810 U.S. Census, Bloomfield, Ontario County, New York, roll 33, p. 620. 
210 “Marriage and Death Records from Early Newspapers [of Chautauqua County], He to Ir,” 

New York DAR Genealogical Records Committee Report, Series 1, Volume 571 (1986), 76. 
211 Edward Warren Day, One Thousand Years of Hubbard History . . . (New York: H. P. 

Hubbard, 1895), 236. 
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 vii. SABRA HOLCOMB, b. Sheffield 14 Aug. 1786; d. Sheffield 14 Nov. 1786.[212] 
 viii. EMELIA/EMILIA HOLCOMB, b. Sheffield 24 June 1788;[213] bp. Congregational 

Church, Sheffield, 10 Dec. 1800;[214] probably d. young.[215] 
 ix. ELOISA HOLCOMB, b. Sheffield 7 Feb. 1791; d. Sheffield 7 Feb. 1791.[216] 
 x. ELISHA HOLCOMB, bp. Congregational Church, Sheffield, 10 Dec. 1800;[217] 

probably d. young.[218] 
 

3.  ROGER HOLCOMB was born in Wallingford[219] on 13 August 1758,[220] and 
was baptized in the First Congregational Church there on 15 October 1758.[221] He 
died in Lexington, Greene County, New York, on 18 or 8 December 1839, and 
was buried in Jewett Heights Cemetery in the town of Jewett, Greene County.[222] 
He married on 6 June 1792, ELIZABETH ORCUTT.[223] She was born in Tyring-
ham, Massachusetts, on 26 March 1770, daughter of Moses and Elisabeth (Slater) 
Orcutt.[224] She died on 26 May 1864 and shares a gravestone with her 
husband.[225] 

Roger served in the Continental Army, but there was disagreement as to what 
extent. In his pension application, filed in February 1834, Roger recalled 
volunteering in Canaan on 1 September 1777 and guarding the frontier in 
Bennington, Vermont, for two months under the command of Charles Burrall. He 
also served in 1778 for four months in upstate New York, in 1779 for three 

                                                 
212 Massachusetts Vital Records: Sheffield [note 157], 2:42, “Sabra Holcomb Daughter of sd 

Joel & Sarah Holcomb was born in Sheffield the 14th August 1786. Said Sabr Holcomb died 
November 14th 1786.” 

213 Massachusetts Vital Records: Sheffield [note 157], 2:42, “Emelia Holcomb Daughter of sd 
Joel & Sarah Holcomb was born in Sheffield June 24 1788.” 

214 Sheffield Congregational Church Records [note 163]. 
215 Letter from Marcia Benham, 18 October 1888 [note 177]. She describes Sally as her father 

Ira’s youngest sister. 
216 Massachusetts Vital Records: Sheffield [note 157], 2:42, “Eloisa Holcomb Daughter of 

said Joel & Sarah Holcomb born in Sheffield 7th February 1791. Said Eloisa Holcomb died 7th Day 
February 1791.” 

217 Sheffield Congregational Church Records [note 163]. 
218 Letter from Marcia Benham, 18 October 1888 [note 177]. She describes Joshua as her 

father Ira’s only brother. 
219 Revolutionary War Pension File, Roger Holcomb, R5133 (see note 133). 
220 Holcomb account book, second folio, unnumbered. 
221 First Congregational Church in Wallingford, Connecticut [note 136], 1:5, “1758, October 

15: Roger, the son of Joel and Sarah Holcomb.” 
222 Roger Holcomb gravestone in Jewett Heights Cemetery, photographed for the author by 

Sylvia Hasenkopf, 20 July 2011, and posted at FindaGrave.com. The gravestone says December 8 
and the account book in two locations says December 18. 

223 Holcomb account book, folio 149, “June the 6 1792 Roger Holcomb and Elizabeth Orcutt 
was married in 33 and 23 in year of theire ages.”  

224 Vital Records of Tyringham [note 137], 48 (birth in 1770), 80 (parents’ marriage on 13 
September 1764). On the first page, unnumbered, of the Holcomb account book it says, “Elisabeth 
Holcomb born 1769.” 

225 Roger Holcomb gravestone [note 222]. The gravestone shows her name as Elisabeth Olcott 
[sic] and gives her date of birth as 26 March 1770. 
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months in Bennington, and in 1780 for three months in Stillwater, New York. 
After being discharged, he “volunteered his services in a number of alarms . . . for 
two or three weeks at a time.” By this account, Roger served at least twelve 
months, well over the six months required to qualify for a pension, although he 
admitted he had no documentary evidence or witnesses, despite sending four 
dollars to an attorney in Boston to track some down.[226]  

The official records were not so generous. They said Roger had been enlisted 
as a private on 17 August 1777 to answer an alarm at Bennington, although the 
troops only marched four days to Pittsfield, Massachusetts, before being sent 
home. More than three years later, on 14 October 1780, he enlisted for six days 
(including three days of travel) to answer an alarm in Berkshire. He served 
another sixteen days starting 23 October in a company that marched to 
Bennington and was enlisted a year later for twelve days for an alarm at the 
Northward, including the four days it took to travel the 84 miles home.[227] This 
totaled 38 days. The discrepancy between recorded and recollected was too great 
for hearing officers to overcome, even with testimony from neighbors to the 
character and honesty of this now “poor, weak, sickly and feeble man,”[228] and 
after nearly four years of appeals his application was rejected.[229] 

Roger does not appear in indices for the 1790[230] or 1800 U.S. census, 
although he probably resided during 1800 in Greene County, New York. He had a 
daughter born in Windham, Greene County, in 1799[231] and paid property taxes 
there in 1801.[232] In 1810 he appeared in Windham as Roger Holkem.[233] On 30 
March 1814, minutes of a meeting of the Lexington Congregational Society held 
at the home of John Beach mention Roger:[234] 

It is the wish of the members present to improve the lot purchased from Mr. B. Rice 
for a Parsonage any votes to the contrary notwithstanding That we Feel willing to 
give Mr. Roger Holcomb some compensation to leave the place he is now on 
provided Mr. Beers is willing to go there and that we authorize the trustees to go and 
make an agreement with Mr. Holcomb on as good of terms as may be had and to 
circulate a subscription to raise such a sum as necessary. 

                                                 
226 Revolutionary War Pension File, Roger Holcomb, R5133. 
227 Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in the War of the Revolution [note 56], 8:93. 
228 Revolutionary War Pension File, Roger Holcomb, R5133. 
229 Alex H. H. Stuart, Report of the Secretary of the Interior with a Statement of Rejected or 

Suspended Applications for Pensions (Washington, D.C., 1852), 125. 
230 The Roger Holcomb who resided in Granby, Connecticut, in 1790 was a son of Capt. 

Nathaniel4 Holcomb, according to McCracken, “Thomas Holcombe’s Earlier Posterity” [note 7], 
The American Genealogist 57:161. 

231 Holcomb account book, folio 149. 
232 Scott Wichmann, “Windham Tax Assessment 1801,” transcribed from copies at New York 

State Library, accessed at rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nygreen2/windham_tax_ assessment_1801.htm. 
233 1810 U.S. Census, Windham, Greene County, New York, roll 27, p. 302. The household 

also included 1 male 10–15 [Alanson], 2 females 10–15 [Abi and Diadamy], and 1 female 26–44 
[wife Elizabeth]. 

234 Rebecca McGowan, “Lexington Congregational Society 1799–1859,” transcribed from 
original records, accessed at rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nygreen2/lexington_society.htm. 
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Roger was appointed a highway overseer in Lexington in 1817,[235] and 
appeared there in the census in 1820, with a male 16–25 [son Alanson] and a 
female 45 and over [wife Elizabeth].[236] In 1830 Roger was 60–69 with a female 
the same age [wife Elizabeth]; the following entry is for Alanson Holcomb and 
his young family.[237] Following Roger’s death, his widow Elizabeth married 
around 1845, at age 75, Charles Vorce of Ashland, Greene County.[238] By 1860 
Elizabeth Vose, age 90, was living in Jewett Heights with her daughter, Abi 
(Holcomb) Ticknor.[239]  

No will or administration for Roger Holcomb in Greene County has been 
found. 

Children of Roger and Elizabeth (Orcutt) Holcomb: 

 i. SALLY ORILLA[240] HOLCOMB, b. 6 Jan. 1793;[241] bp. Congregational Church of 
Christ, Windham, 18 Oct. 1807;[242] d. 9 May 1841; m. _____ JOHNSON.[243] 

The minutes of the Presbyterian Church of Jewett for 14 Aug. 1834 note, 
“There are certain rumors about derogatory to the Christian character of Mrs. 
Sally O. Johnson.” A committee of three men was appointed to “to converse 
with her” but the result of their interrogation is not recorded. In a list compiled 
ca. 1865 of members past and present she is listed simply as deceased.[244] 

                                                 
235 Scott Wichmann, “Lexington Town Records,” 21, transcribed from copies at the New 

York State Library, accessed at rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nygreen2/lexington_town_records.htm. 
236 1820 U.S. Census, Lexington, Greene County, New York, roll 64, p. 102. 
237 1830 U.S. Census, Lexington, roll 110, p. 121. 
238 George Halcott Chadwick, ed., The “Old Times” Corner, First Series: 1929–1930 

(Catskill, N.Y.: Greene County Historical Society, 1932), 79, republished from The Catskill 
Examiner. From an entry dated 21 November 1929: “Roger is buried in the Jewett cemetery with 
his widow Elizabeth Olcott, who at the ripe age of 75 became the second wife of Charles Vorce of 
Ashland . . . Who is this Roger? We cannot find his ancestry. May we hear from his descendants?” 
An entry in Rebecca McGowan, “Jewett Presbyterian Church: Minutes of Meetings, 1802–1833,” 
transcribed from the original, dated 30 May 1845, accessed at rootsweb.ancestry.com/~nygreen2/ 
jewett_presb_minutes.htm, notes “Br[other] [Norman] Ticknor presented a request for a letter of 
recommendation to Windham Center Church” for his sister-in-law, and on June 27, “Sister 
Elizabeth Voss granted a letter of dismissal” to the same church, with the notation that “Br. 
Johnson was excused from voting and his Sis,” which could be read that Sister Sally (Holcomb) 
Johnson and her husband were allowed to abstain from voting on her mother’s request to leave. 

239 1860 U.S. Census, Jewett, Greene County, New York, roll 758, p. 1074. 
240 Her middle name is difficult to decipher in the account book; it could be Orilla, Ovilla, 

Onilla or even Ardi. She is identified as Sally O. Johnson in church records and as Sally Orilla in a 
transcription of Congregational Church baptisms in Henry Martyn Dodd, Centennial of the Old 
First Congregational Church, Windham, New York, 1803–1903 (Windham, N.Y.: Windham 
Journal Print, 1903), transcribed by Arlene Goodwin from the original at Catskill Public Library, 
accessed at rootsweb.ancestry.com /~nygreen2/1st_ congregational_church_windham.htm. 

241 Holcomb account book, folio 138, “Sally Orilla was born Jan 6 1793.” 
242 Dodd, Old First Congregational Church, Windham [note 240]. 
243 Holcomb account book, folio 138, “Sally Orilla Johnson died May the 9 1841 AE 48.” 
244 McGowan, “Jewett Presbyterian Church: Minutes of Meetings, 1802–1833” [note 238]. 
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 ii. ABI HOLCOMB, b. “Shefield, Boston State” 19 Oct. 1794;[245] bp. Congregational 
Church, Windham, 18 Oct. 1807;[246] d. 14 March 1884, aged 89 years, 6 
months, bur. with her husband and near her parents in Jewett Heights 
Cemetery;[247] m. before 1820 (when they appear in the census as one male 26–
44 and one female 16–25[248]), NORMAN TICKNOR, b. Salisbury, Conn., 30 
Nov. 1793, son of Benajah and Bethiah (Bingham) Ticknor.[249] Norman d. 12 
Aug. 1870, bur. Jewett Heights Cemetery.[250] The couple had no children but 
brought up “at least three,”[251] including an adopted daughter.[252] Abi’s will, 
dated 8 Oct. 1875, names her brother Alanson Holcomb and makes reference 
to “the children of my brothers & sisters.” She directs two $25 payments to the 
Presbyterian Church of Jewett, “my best set of silver spoons” to “the one who 
may have the care of me in my last sickness,” and makes bequests to the 
American Bible Society and the home and foreign missions of the Presbyterian 
Church.[253] 

 iii. ALANSON HOLCOMB,[254] b. Canaan, Conn., 14 Sept. 1796;[255] bp. 
Congregational Church, Windham, 18 Oct. 1807;[256] d. Attica, Lapeer Co., 
Mich., 9 Aug. 1879;[257] m. (1) probably in Greene Co., N.Y., 22 March 1821, 
FANNY OSBORNE/OSBORN, b. ca. 1798,[258] perhaps a daughter of Samuel and 
Lucy (Pierson) Osborn of Goshen, Litchfield Co., Conn., who moved to 

                                                 
245 Holcomb account book, folio 149, “wens October 1794 19 Abi Holcomb Was Born – 

Shefield Boston State.” 
246 Dodd, Old First Congregational Church, Windham [note 240]. 
247 Norman and Abi Ticknor gravestone in Jewett Heights Cemetery, photographed for the 

author by Sylvia Hasenkopf, 20 July 2011, and posted at FindaGrave.com.  
248 1820 U.S. Census, Lexington, Greene County, New York, roll 64, p. 104. 
249 James Melville Hunnewell, The Ticknor Family in America (Boston: the author, 1919), 21; 

Donna Bingham Munger, The Bingham Family in the United States . . . (New York: Bingham 
Association, 1996), 5-7 and 5-8. 

250 Ticknor gravestone [note 247]. 
251 Hunnewell, Ticknor Family [note 249], 41. 
252 Fred Q. Bowman, New York’s Detailed Census of 1855: Greene County (Rhinebeck, N.Y.: 

Kinship, 1988), 240, lists an adopted daughter, Sarah Collum, born New York, N.Y., about 1847. 
253 Patricia Morrow, “Abstracts from Will Book N, Part II,” Greene Genes: A Genealogical 

Quarterly about Greene County, New York 6 (1993):77. 
254 McPherson, Holcombes [note 2], 83, mistakenly identifies the children of Roger and 

Elizabeth (Orcutt) Holcomb as Alanson Roger Holcomb and Ebenezer Holcomb (born 1764/5). In 
fact, according to researcher Linda Bay, Alanson R. Holcomb (born circa 1793) was the son of 
Ebenezer Holcomb, Jr. (born 1765), who died in 1864 in Yates County, New York, and whose 
will places his son Alanson R. Holcomb in Kalamazoo County, Michigan. According to Samuel 
W. Durant, History of Kalamazoo County, Michigan (Philadelphia: Everts and Abbott, 1880), 551, 
Alanson R. Holcomb married Nancy Slaughter and in 1833 moved to Jackson County and later to 
Kalamazoo County, where both died. 

255 Holcomb account book, folio 149, “September 14 1796 Lonson Holcomb Was Born Canan 
in Conecticut.” The 1850 and 1870 censuses (see note 260) list his birthplace as Massachusetts. 

256 Dodd, Old First Congregational Church, Windham [note 240]. 
257 Lapeer County Democrat, Lapeer, Michigan, 23 August 1879, “Died: At his home in 

Attica, August 9th, Alanson Holcomb, in the eighty-fifth year of his age”; 1880 U.S. Census, 
Attica, Lapeer County, Michigan, Mortality Schedule, roll 75, E.D. 161, p. 1, line 11. 

258 Holcomb account book, loose sheet, “Alanson Holcomb and Fanny Osborne was maried 
March 22nd 1821 in the 25 and 23 of their age.” 
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Lexington, N.Y., in 1814.[259] Alanson apparently m. (2) by 1850, LYDIA 

_____, b. N.Y. ca. 1798, d. after the 1870 census.[260] Alanson was a highway 
overseer in Lexington in 1823,[261] and appeared in the census there in 
1830.[262] By June 1836 he was a landowner in Lapeer Co., Mich.,[263] and in 
1840 he resided with his wife and six children in Sterling in neighboring 
Macomb Co.[264] The family probably came west by way of Ohio, as Alanson 
Holcomb of Huron Co., Ohio, purchased land in Lapeer Co. on 7 Aug. 
1837,[265] and the death record and obituary of Alanson’s son Brainard Osborn 
Holcomb (b. 1835) say Brainard was born in Ohio.[266] 

 iv. DIADAMY/DIADAMA HOLCOMB, b. Windham, N.Y. 25 Sept. 1799;[267] bp. 
Congregational Church, Windham, 18 Oct. 1807;[268] d. April 1844; m. 
________ THOMPSON.[269] 

 
(concluded) 

                                                 
259 A loose sheet in the account book [note 258] lists the names and birthdates of the six eldest 

children of Alanson and Fanny Holcomb, including Jeremiah Martin Holcomb (born 1823). 
According to the 1850 census [note 259], the couple later had a son Brainard Osborn Holcomb 
(born 1835). He was likely named for Brainard Osborn, whose obituary in the Norwalk (Ohio) 
Daily Reflector, 19 February 1886, 4, says he was born 4 June 1804 in Goshen, Connecticut, and 
came in 1814 to Lexington, New York, with his parents, who are not identified. However, the 
transcription of a letter dated 8 July 1840 by a granddaughter of Samuel Osborn, shared with the 
author by Osborn researcher Jamie Shafer, mentions she had visited her grandfather and uncle 
Brainard at Lexington. Another child of Samuel and Lucy, Harriet Osborn, was said by the late 
Osborn researcher Helen Hewitt, without citation, to have married at Goshen in December 1811, 
Jeremiah Martin. Samuel Osborn was in the 1820 U.S. Census of Lexington (Greene County, New 
York, roll 64, p. 103), with a female 16–25 in his household, the right age to be Fanny. For 
Samuel and Lucy, see Donald Lines Jacobus, Families of Ancient New Haven, 8 vols. (Rome, 
N.Y.: Clarence D. Smith, 1922–32; repr. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1974), 6:1326. 

260 1850 U.S. Census, Attica, Lapeer County, Michigan, roll 354, p. 356A; 1860 U.S. Census, 
Attica, roll 549, p. 699; 1870 U.S. Census, Attica, roll 684, p. 50A. 

261 Wichmann, “Lexington Town Records” [note 235], 62. 
262 1830 U.S. Census, Lexington, Greene County, New York, roll 110, p. 121. 
263 J. Dee Ellis, Pioneer Families and History of Lapeer County, Michigan (Lapeer, Mich.: 

Ellis Publishing Co., 1978), 42. 
264 1840 U.S. Census, Sterling, Macomb County, Michigan, roll 208, p. 264. It is possible this 

is Alanson R. Holcomb (see note 254), as only one Alanson Holcomb appears in indices for the 
1840 federal census. However, according to General Land Office Records, patent 14036 [note 
172], in 1839 Alanson R. Holcomb was granted 40 acres in Jackson County, and the age and 
gender of the children recorded in the Sterling household (one male under 5, one male 5–9, one 
male 10–14, one male 15–19, two females 5–9) match those of Alanson and Fanny Holcomb, who 
had sons ages 2, 5, 14 and 16 and daughters ages 8 and 11 (see note 258). 

265 General Land Office Records [note 172], patent 21669. 
266 “Michigan, Death Records, 1897–1920,” image online via Ancestry.com (father Alanson 

Holcomb, mother unknown); Saginaw [Michigan] News Courier, 18 March 1919, 12, “B.O. 
Holcomb Dies at Age of 83 Years.” 

267 Holcomb account book, folio 149, “September 25 1799 Wensday Diadamy Holcomb Was 
Born in the State of New York New York [sic] Windham.” 

268 Dodd, Old First Congregational Church, Windham [note 240]. 
269 Holcomb account book, folio 138, “Diadama Thompson died in April 1844 AE 45.” 
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